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BACKGROUND

During this Jubilee Year of Hope, the Church
has prayed for and honored many groups of
people all over the world. From October 30th
to November 2nd, the Church will celebrate the
Jubilee of the World of Education in Rome.

This jubilee offers us an opportunity to celebrate
the Church's contributions to education. We
may be proud of our own Catholic schools and
parish religious education programs. We may
even know about saints like Saint Elizabeth Ann
Seton who were teachers or started schools.

The jubilee invites us to recognize more fully that
the Church played a key role in the development
of education in world history.

In the first generations of Christianity, new
Christians were taught about Jesus. The earliest
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monks and nuns learned to read so they could
pray with Scripture. Gradually, the Church
helped develop schools and systems that now
educate millions of people all over the world.

At the heart of Catholic education is always
Jesus, who teaches, heals, and saves us. He
gives us hope to build up the Kingdom of God
and prepare for eternity.

The statistics listed below detail the impact of
Catholic education globally and nationally. The
timeline on page 2 identifies some of the most
important moments and people in the history of
Catholic education and formation. The activity
on page 3 invites children to learn more about
the impacts and history of Catholic education in

their own community.
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Jubilee of the
World of Education Timeline
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100
100s-400s:
Saints called Church Fathers,
such as Saint Augustine of 200
Hippo, Saint Cyril of Alexandria, o]
and Saint Gregory of Nyssa, write 500s-800s:
homilies and lectures to teach 300 Irish monasteries
new Christians about faith. become centers of learning
400 and prayerful study, preserving
classical and religious texts
— - that might have been lost as
530: o * 500 —* the Roman Empire collapsed.
Saint Benedict mandates in his
Rule that Benedictine monks 790s:
and nuns must read and study 600 The Holy Roman Emperor
Scripture after their daily work. Charlemagne emphasizes
7 education in monasteries
00 e——— 1 o and asks parish priests to
teach local children how
800 to read and pray.
1088: =
The University of Bologna is 900
founded and is given a charter 1179:
by the Church. It is the oldest 1000 The Third Lateran Council
university in Europe! o ° mandates that cathedral
schools be established
1100 around the world to
1215: educate children for free.
Saint Dominic establishes the 1200
Order of Preachers. He emphasizes
study in the spiritual life and sends
many friars to study and teach 1300 1563: .
in universities. After the Council of Trent, G
Saint Charles Borromeo
1400 establishes the first
1606: seminaries. Seminaries are
Franciscan friars open the first schools that educate and
Catholic school in what is now 1500, ¢orm men who will be priests.
the United States in Saint
Augustine, Florida. e * 1600 :/"” S 1789:
SEL Bishop John Carroll establishes
1727: o ° W ¢ Georgetown University, the
Ursuline Academy in 1810: 1700 % ¢ first Catholic university in the
New Orleans is founded  Saint Elizabeth Ann sy United States.
and begins educating Seton opens the first ®*———* 1800
young women. parochial (parish) school o °
in the United States. 1880:
- ~ 1900 Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini
; 1936: ) ,
. begins her work. She would
A Pope Pius XI founded the go on to establish sixty-seven
Xi ¥ Pontifical Academy of Science to 2000 Catholic schools around
\ , =~ promote mathematical, physical, the world!
cd and natural sciences. '
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Your World of Education
An Activity for Students

DIRECTIONS:

From October 30th to November 2nd, the Church will celebrate the Jubilee of the World of
Education. Catholic parishes and schools have helped to teach many generations of students.
This activity will help you learn more about Catholic education in your area. Ask a teacher or
parent these questions, or do research online to find out the answers.

ATIVL S LT

1. What diocese do you live in?

2. What year was the (arch)diocese established?

3. What is the oldest Catholic parish in your community?

4. What is the oldest Catholic school in your community?

5. Did any famous person attend a Catholic parish or
school in your community? What is his/her name?

6. Write a fact you learned about a Catholic parish or
Catholic school near where you live:
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